energy intensity of the economy and increase use of renewable energy, soil protection, protection of mineral resources, rational exploitation of forest resources (Sobiecki, p. 35) .
The document binding currently is the National Environmental Policy for 2003 -2006 and its 2010 . The document outlined the aims and objectives of the system which contained the inclusion of environmental aspects into sectoral policies, activating the market for environmental actions, economic mechanisms and funding systems, institutional strengthening, public participation and environmental education, access to information and broadening the social dialogue development, greening of urban planning and land use, development of research and technological progress, stimulating innovation, and international cooperation.
Also, these were mentioned various fields of environmental protection which were identified in the initial state as the medium-term targets for the year 2010 and the tasks for realization in the period 2003-2006. 
prEdIctEd ExpEndIturEs and sourcEs oF FInancIng thE natIonal EnvIronmEntal polIcy
The total cost of the policy implementation in the period 2003-2010 is expected to be about 140 billion PLN. This means that the average annual expenditure during this period should amount to 17.8 billion PLN. The amounts invested and divided into various kinds of activities are presented in Table 1 . Table 1 . Expenditures for the implementation of National Environmental Policy in the years 2003-2006 and 2007-2010 by activities Activities Expenditure in millions PLN non-investment projects investment projects 2003-2006 2007-2010 2003-2006 2007-2010 Rationalization and use of resources Estimated forecasts for financing the implementation of National Environmental Policy in the years 2003-2010 are presented in Table 2 . Expenditures on environmental protection and water treatment generated in the country in conjunction with the planned and possible to obtain foreign aid, particularly aid funds, structural funds and the Cohesion Fund will be sufficient to finance the implementation of the enterprises provided in this policy (Polityka Ekologiczna Państwa -The State's Environmental Policy). A breakdown of expenditures shows that the main burden of fi nancing the National Environmental Policy will be put on the own resources of enterprises (Figure 1 ). The second source of funding will be based on ecological funds (funds for environmental protection and water management). Another source are the aid resources from the European Union which will be directed to the environmental sector. The analysis shows that the estimation for the implementation of the national environmental policy in the years 2004-2006 was 50.8 billion PLN of which nearly 20% -10.1 billion PLN came from the Cohesion Fund and structural funds.
thE rolE oF thE cohEsIon Fund In supportIng EnvIronmEntal InvEstmEnts In poland In thE yEars 2004-2006
The Cohesion Fund is an instrument of prime importance from the perspective of social and economic cohesion of the European Union as a whole. It aims to support the countries whose GNP per capita does not exceed 90% of the Community average. Projects supported by the Cohesion Fund in the less developed EU countries are to contribute to the development and modernization of transport and environmental infrastructure, and, due to it -the realization the objectives of the European transport and environmental policy as cohesion policy objectives aimed at reducing economic and social disproportions between different countries. Such understanding of Community intervention in this area also reflects the philosophy of sustainable development, particularly increasing the productivity and competitiveness of the economy mainly through the development of transport infrastructure, but also not to the detriment of the environment and its resources, and thus -at the expense of future generations. Justification for intervention in the environmental sector stems from the fact that if growth continues in a long term, there are needed long-lasting environmental conditions. Indeed, if this increase has a detrimental impact on the environment, it will result in a reduction of development. Quality, availability of natural environment and state connected with this infrastructure (e.g., water supply system) are also key elements of quality of life, and thus affect social cohesion. Implementation of environmental policy is also an opportunity to jobs creation as well seasonal as permanent distribution effects in geographical and social dimension. So the availability of natural resources and means taken to protect the environment are the factors determining long-term productivity and efficiency of economies and in consequence -economic and social cohesion. .8 million euro, national co-financing amounted to 1,129.5 million euro. From these obligations to activities in the area of transport infrastructure, the pre-allocated sum was 1,866.7 million euro, in the area of environment protection 1,866.6 million euro. These funds were spent on large projects or groups of projects forming a coherent whole, which significantly affect the trans-European transport network development and environmental improvement, bringing it closer to the standards established by the organic law of the Community whose budget is not less than 10 million euro.
Actions taken in the field of environmental protection during the Polish accession to the European Union were targeted at the Community environmental policy objectives set out in Article 174 of the Treaty of Amsterdam that is: to preserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment, protect human health, economical and rational use of natural resources, which in long term will affect the implementation of the paradigm of sustainable development. Article 2 of the Treaty of Amsterdam, in turn, stresses that the objectives of the Community are to ensure a high level of protection and environmental improvement. Furthermore, according to the provision of Article 6 requirements of environmental protection must be included in the definition and implementation of Community policies and activities, particularly in terms of promoting sustainable development.
The Table 3 ).
Among 249 projects which have received support, 106 related to an integrated permit, 73 to waste management, 53 to water and sewage, and 17 to air protection.
The aim of the Integrated Regional Operational Program was the creation of conditions for the competitiveness of regions and preventing the marginalization of certain areas in such a way as to foster a permanent economic development of the country's economic, social and territorial cohesion and European integration. Implementation of the strategic objective was to encourage economic growth, structural transformation of the regions, the growth of urbanization, increased mobility of the population and increase spatial awareness and access to cuttingedge technology and public operators. Achieving this objective is carried out through four priorities: -expansion and modernization of infrastructure for strengthening the competitiveness of regions, -strengthening human resources in the regions, -local development, -technical support. The first priority contained an operation which was called 'environmental infrastructure'. The justification for intervention in the environmental field was the fact that investment in environmental protection is one of the key factors of sustainable development, helps improve the living conditions of residents and improve the attractiveness of regions. This action was intended to limit the amount of pollutants entering the air, water and soils, improvement of flood safety, increased use of energy from renewable sources, and improving environmental management. The result of achieving these goals would be improving the environment, improving the living conditions of people and creating favourable conditions for the development of enterprises operating in accordance with the principles of respect for the environment. Implementation of projects was to contribute to the attainment of the standards for environmental protection contained in the European Union Directives on the land transferred to Polish law. The activities for the projects were to have a positive impact on increasing economic and investment attractiveness, and comply with the standards of environmental protection required by the European Union. The activities were implemented in the infrastructure projects worth a total of 1 million to 10 million (in projects with a total value exceeding 10 million euro were eligible for subsidies from the Cohesion Fund, the environmental infrastructure projects with a total value of less than 1 million were realized under Priority 3 local development). To achieve success in this action there were also provided some funds for projects in the field of environmental management with a minimum total value of 1.2 million PLN.
The implementation of this action earmarked 307.4 million euro of ERDF (approx 1.4 billion PLN). All allocated funds for this activity have been used. It should also be mentioned that the activities related to environmental protection were also to a lesser extent, supported by other operational programs. In the case of Sectoral Operational Program Restructuring and Modernization of Food Sector and Rural Development under Action 2.6 development and improvement of technical infrastructure related to agriculture among the projects eligible for support include a project related to construction, renovation or upgrading of water supply facilities as well as network and equipment supply (including those from sources that are associated or renewable). However, it is impossible to identify clearly how much money has been earmarked to support projects related to environmental protection. (Ochrona Środowiska, 2007, p. 431) . The vast difference is due to the fact that the Ministry for the statistical purposes takes only those measures which have already been transferred to the beneficiaries by the end of the year, but not those which arise from the signed agreements. The estimated resources for the implementation of environmental policy from all foreign sources amounted to almost 11.7 billion PLN. So we can see clearly that these inputs were almost one-third less than projected.
Also, the total expenditure reported by the Central Statistical Office in 2004-2006 amounted to 18.2 billion PLN (Ochrona Środowiska, 2007, p. 431) while it was projected in the National Environmental Policy at the level of 50.8 billion PLN (Polityka Ekologiczna Państwa, p. 68) . This shows that to achieve fully all the objectives set out in the environmental policy spending on environmental Abstrakt: ochrona środowiska jest jednym z najważniejszych wyzwań współczesnego świata. Nie inaczej jest też w polsce. dokumentem, który określa cele i zadania i do realizacji w tym obszarze, jest polityka ekologiczna państwa. W artykule przedstawiono, jakie są jej główne założenia. pokazano źródła jej finansowania. dokonano szczegółowej analizy w obszarze finansowania polityki ekologicznej ze środków pomocowych Unii europejskiej. przeprowadzone badania pokazały zbyt małe nakłady na ochronę środo-wiska, aby mogły w pełni zostać zrealizowane zapisy polityki ekologicznej państwa.
